
LR 22March 14, 1 9 77

PRESIDENT: Senator Fowler, would you close debate on your
motion to refer this matter to committee.

SENATOR FOWLER: First I would 11ke to ask Senator DeCamp
if he would yield to a question.

S ENATOR DeCAMP: Y e s .

SENATOR FOWLER: Senator DeCamp, I believe you 1nd1cated to
me, and correct me if I am wrong, that you would be willine
to have a public hearing on th1s if the committee would
be specified, 1s that correct?

SENATOR DeCAMP: So that 1t never could be said that th1s
wasn't adequately heard or debated, I would not oppose that,
I guess, although I would 11ke to see 1t done now but I
w111 accept that. The Public Works Committee has trad1
tionally handled these things.

SENATOR FOWLER: I would say, and I don't know if th1s 1s
adequate for you, the Exec Board has bas1cal ly establ1shed
a policy that water 1ssues go to the Publ1c Works "omm1ttee
so I th1nk the precedent 1s certainly there for that. I
guess w1th that statement by Senator DeCamp I would just
like to make a few clos1ng comments. Senator Oeorze asked
why refer it to comm1ttee, why don't you j ust vote to k111
1t? That is because I haven't made my mind up on this
or the following resolut1on. I think 1t is wrong, as
Senator Lew1s po1nted out, to say that those of us who want
a publ1c hearing are against the 1ssue. Senator Kremer says
this 1s the most important issue we are going to hear 1n
this Legislature and proceeds to say that we should not have
a public hear1ng on 1t. That seems to me a contrad1ction.
If this is, and I won't disagree w1th Senator Kremer's
judgment on water matters, if th1s is the most imoortant
1ssue fac1ng us, then I th1nk th1s Legislature should have
a public hearing on it. We are only asking to delay 1t
a week, two weeks, so there can be an opportunity fcr a
full presentat1on of the issues. It 1s a very ontrover
sial th1ng up 1n the area where 1t 1s planned. It is a
controvers1al thing in the State of Nebraska. It is a
very expens1ve th1ng. Senator Kahle says the more of
these we have the better. Well, as we start addine these
up, we can easily spend a billion federal dollars and very
quickly, 1f we are going to follow that pol1c r. So I think
we ought to have a public hearing on 1t because it affects
water, because of its cost, because as Senator Kremer said,
this 1s the most 1mportant 1ssue fac1ng the Legislature.
So I would go along with Senator DeCamp. I think 1t shou'd
h ave a pub l i c h e a r i n g .

PRESIDENT: The quest1on is, shall this resolution be
referred to comm1ttee, reference comm1ttee? Record your
vote. Have you voted? Please vote. We w111 tr y f o r a
couple of' more calls. Have you all voted? There 1s I'3
e xcused. H a v e yo u a l l vot e d ? Re c o r d .

C LERK: 2 5 ay e s , 1 1 n a y s .

PRESIDENT: .he matter is referred to a committee. Now,
the next one. We have a motion up by whom, Senator
Rasmussen.

CLERK: LR 24.


